
Brentsville Jail, Prince William County
January 4, 1866

This is to certify that I was enlisted in the Second D. C. Volunteers United States Volunteers about the 1st of February 1865 and was after that detailed as a guide for the 8th Ill Cavalry to scout through the county of Prince William Va. under Lt. Buckner. We started with orders to take all government property, and on that night they did take a gray mare from William A. B. Smith which was a government mare. The said William A. B. Smith has got a warrant or caused me to be imprisoned in the jail for said mare and being taken by the soldiers of said regiment and Thomas Smoot a govt. detective was with us, at the said time. And I have an honorable discharge from the United States Government. The mare was turned into the Govt. and sold by the same. My discharge will shew that I was in the service at the time the mare was taken. On the same night we caught fifteen of Kincheloe’s Guerrillas and other union men. We took Wm. A. B. smith the same night for smuggling contraband goods through the lines, and he had taken the oath several times previous to this arrest. He remained a prisoner until after the surrender of Genl. Lees Army and then released in absence of proof.
								Minor F. Davis

Copied by A. Nicol from the jailors copy of Davis letter which was correct.
						J. L. Sinclair
